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MARPOL: Guide to Good Practice for Port Reception Facility Providers and Users 

 
In the effort to prevent pollution of the oceans IMO has for some time kept focus on the difficulties observed 
in many countries to ensure satisfactory port reception facilities.  Having received valuable input from the 
Industry Port Reception Facilities Forum, MEPC 55 instructed the Sub-Committee on Flag State 
Implementation (FSI group) to progress the Plan's work items. 
 
The outcome of the work in the FSI group is a guide by the title “Guide to good practice for port reception 
facility providers and users”.  The guide is  intended as a practical users' guide for ships' crews, who seek to 
deliver MARPOL residues/wastes ashore, and for port reception facility providers who seek to provide timely 
and efficient port reception services to ships. 
 
The enclosed MEPC.1/Circ.671/Rev.1 contains the necessary consequential amendments following the entry 
into force of the revised MARPOL Annex V on 1 January 2013, and the designation of the Baltic Sea as a Special 
Area under MARPOL Annex IV and the designation of the North American emission control area and United 
States Caribbean Sea emission control area under MARPOL Annex VI. 
 
Note that the enclosed MEPC.1/Circ.671/Rev.1 replaces MEPC.1/Circ.671. 
 
The Faroe Islands have ratified the MARPOL with all Annexes.  In connection with the IMO audit of the Faroese 
Maritime Authority in 2011, information on all port reception facilities was gathered and entered into the 
GISIS database, where IMO encourages flag states to keep all relevant information in maritime issues. 
 
In line with the invitation from IMO, the FMA hereby draws your attention to the enclosed Guide.  Faroese 
authorities value preventive work in the strive for cleaner seas and the prevention of pollution.  Hence, we 
encourage shipowners and management companies to impose on Masters on FAS ships to include the 
attached guide in one (or several) of their upcoming Safety & Environment Protection Meeting on board and, 
likewise, to give Safety Officers orders to familiarize with its content. 
 
In respect of the above, good practices and well kept records on board will save the ships from many MARPOL-
related deficiencies and even detention during PSC.  Hence, we rely on and expect your loyal co-operation. 
 
 
 
Enclosure: MEPC.1/Circ.671/Rev.1 
 
 

--- 00 --- 
 


